The Importance of Early Detection
phases. The dhronicity of the condition, the intermittent characv
ter of the temperature excursions, the negative radiographical
findings and the continued absence of tubercle bacilli from
sputum or stomach wash proclaim the noivtuberculons character
of this condition.
Considered judgment has to be exercised in the diagnosis of
clinical tuberculosis of the bronchial glands in children. As the
pulmonary tissue is the seat of primary infection in over So per
cent of cases, it follows in accordance with Parrot's law that In
a large percentage of tuberculin positive children there will have
been an infection of the bronchial glands. On the other hand,
in tuberculin negative children temporary enlargement of the
bronchial glands may result from acute illness. Hamburger has
drawn attention to the mistaken views which are held regarding
bronchial gland tuberculosis. He emphasizes the fact that some
involvement of the bronchial glands will have occurred In all
individuals in wThom aerogenous infection has taken place, but
he deprecates the loose manner in which the term is applied to
children, and he states that radiographical evidence of bronchial
gland tuberculosis should be ignored unless supported by a
positive tuberculin reaction, a high sedimentation rate, suggestive
physical signs, and a radiological picture which shows something
more than a mere hilar shadow.
Suspected persons who come up for examination because of
symptoms suggestive of tuberculosis or for the reason that there
exists or appears to exist some departure from normal health,
frequently belong to one of the adult age/groups in which clinical
tuberculosis most frequently occurs. In some of these cases the
diagnosis is apparent and is readily confirmed; in others, a period
of investigation is necessary before an accurate diagnosis can be
made. To carry out such an investigation efficiently It is necessary
that the individual should be admitted to the observation unit
of a general hospital, a tuberculosis hospital, or a sanatorium.
The investigation to be complete must include all the lines of
inquiry which have previously been indicated and which are
necessary for a full elucidation of the case. The character of the
investigation will depend upon the organ or structure which is
under suspicion, but the fact must never be overlooked that
tuberculosis is a general infection and that extra/pulmonary